
OCT. 1997
Photo Radar was 
used in other
areas of the city.

SEPT. 21 1998
Medicine Hat City Council agreed to submit a non-binding 
question to a vote of the electors regarding the use of Photo 
Radar in Medicine Hat, in conjunction with the 1998 general 
municipal election. 

AUG. 1997
Photo Radar was 
used in school and 
playground zones.

DEC. 1997
Photo Radar use
was extended to 
Trans-Canada
Highway at the
request of the public.

OCT. 19 1998
fifty three percent 

(53.42%)
of the electors 
voted yes to the 
question, 

“Should Photo 
Radar be used
in the City of

Medicine Hat?”

1999
Photo Radar program was 
expanded to two mobile units. 
One unit assigned to school 
zones and playground zones 
and second unit to high traffic 
areas throughout the city. 

NOV. 1998
Police Commission 
Closed Special meeting 
discussed increase use 
of Photo Radar.

DEC. 1998
Police Commission
discussed Photo 
Radar changes.



In Medicine Hat the overall average speed of vehicles
speeding has decreased by 3 Km/hr. over a 10 year period.

Even small reductions of speed are very important in 
avoiding collisions and in lessening the severity of an impact. 

The two main factors of crash avoidance are the reaction 
time of a driver and the braking distance to stop. 
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IMPORTANCE OF
SPEED MANAGEMENT

Photo Radar Sites are established by following 
the Alberta Automated Traffic Enforcement 
Technology guidelines.

There are presently 173 Photo Radar sites 
throughout Medicine Hat. These sites can be 
broken down further: 

56
school zone/playground 

combination sites

34
playground sites

83
other sites

For a complete list of sites please visit the 
Medicine Hat Police Commission website @ 

www.mhpolicecommission.ca



IMPORTANCE OF
SPEED MANAGEMENT

If a location is to be considered as a Photo Radar site
as a result of a speeding concern expressed by the 
public, the Traffic Unit will confirm that an area does 
have speeding issues by using a “Speed Spy”.

Traffic speed is monitored for 3 - 4 days and the data 
is analyzed.

Using the data the Traffic Unit will determine if there 
is a speed issue in the area.

Once determined speed is an issue and the area
meets the Provincial Guidelines to be a photo radar
site, approval is obtained from the Office of the Chief
to make the area into a Photo Radar site. 



New sites are advertised with local media 
outlets, Facebook, Twitter and the MHPS 
website for 3 months prior to any 
enforcement.

The MHPS issues “warning notices" for 
the first four weeks a new site is 
activated.

Street signage is also posted prior to the 
start of enforcement to inform drivers.

Every day, 5 of the photo radar sites to 
be enforced are advertised on social 
media and by the media.



The chart below includes speeding data over
five years and shows there has been a steady
decrease in the average speed of violators. 

The average speed of violators in the
30km/hr. zones is 44.80km/hr. which is
14.8km/hr. over the speed limit. 
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In 50 km/hr. zones the average speed of
vehicles monitored has remained relatively
stable with speeds of 48.65km/hr. 

The average speed of violators for the
last 5 years was 63.80km/hr. which is 13.8km/hr.
above the posted speed limit.
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The MHPS uses Photo Radar to enhance road safety in 
combination with officer initiated enforcement and education.

Since the introduction of Photo Radar in 1997 motor vehicle 
collisions in Medicine Hat have remained relatively constant 
despite a population growth of 15,000 people.  

More significantly the number of motor vehicle collisions with 
injuries over the same period of time is trending downwards. 
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When Photo Radar tickets increase,
the amount of intersection collisions decreased.
   
The following are taken from the MHPS annual reports:

In 2009: Within photo radar sites, there was a
17% decrease in motor vehicle collisions and a
31% decrease in motor vehicle collision injuries.

In 2010: Within photo radar sites there was a
14.5% reduction in motor vehicle collisions  
compared to 2009.

 Source: RMS and Solicitor General Reports
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In 2015 the Government of Alberta increased
speeding traffic fines. The average increase of a
photo radar speeding ticket was raised 26%. 

The Government also increased their ticket
administration fee that went from
31.67% to 41.67% for each ticket. 

Specified
penalty for
speeding

$62.08
Gov. Admin.

Fee

$86.91
to City in

fine revenue
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Using the 6 year averages of Photo Radar to 
Officer Initiated Tickets (OIT) of 77% and 23% 
respectively, the 2015 fine revenue projected 
breakdown for Photo Radar is as follows:

Photo Radar (ATE) Revenue

$2,672,566
OIT Revenue

$798,299
Total

$3,470,865
2015 Fine Revenue Projections of ATE and OIT

ATE 2015 Projected Revenue

OIT 2015 Projected Revenue

23%

77%



School/Playground Zones 11%

Playground Zones 4% All Other Zones 85%

Source: Solicitor General Statistics for 2009-2014.

The fine revenue from Photo Radar comes from 3 categories.  

1.  Other zones/sites
make up 85% of ticket revenue

2.  Playground zones
make up 4% of ticket revenue

3.  School/Playground combination zones
make up 11% of ticket revenue

The following represents a breakdown of which zone types the 
ATE fine revenue projections in 2015 will likely come from:

1. All other sites $2,271,681
2. Playground zones $106,903

3. School zones $293,982

Total Photo Radar Revenue $2,672,566


